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ObjeCﬁVGS At the end of this lecture, participants will be able to:
eDescribe Spinal Facet Joint Pain

*Explain the role of radiofrequency ablation in the
freatment of spinal facet joint pain
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+ ANATOMY
* FUNCTION
* INNERVATION
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Facet Joints in Motion

Flexion (Bending Forward) Extension (Bending Backward)
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Facet joints and medial branch nerves
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Intermediate branch
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PATHOPHYSIOLOGY
SYMPTOMS
EXAMINATION

IMAGING

DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS
DIAGNOSIS

FACET JOINT
SYNDROME
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1
Low back

Proximal referred
pain area

Distal referred
pain area

Fig.4
Tllustration of distribution pattern related to facet joint pain.

, | Trochanter
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Fig. 3
The course of the medial branch of posterior ramus from the lumbar spinal nerve. Arrows indicate nerves distributing the facet joint.
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FACET JOINT SYNDROME TREATMENT

e MEDICATION
o PT
o FACET JOINT INTERVENTIONS

O FACET JOINT INJECTIONS
© RADIOFREQUENCY ABLATION
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Cervical facet joint

injection
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Lumbar facet joint
| injection
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RADIOFREQUENCY ABLATION

INDICATION
EQUIPMENT
ANESTHESIA
PROCEDURE
OUTCOME
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RF Probe

Input 4 RF cannulae with

RF probes inserted
into each

Ground pad
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Radiofrequency Ablation (RFA).
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RFA cannula at
8 medial branch

RFA cannula at
/ L4 medial branch

RFA cannula at
L5 dorsal ramus
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Lesion

4/13/2024

21



4/13/2024

22



4/13/2024

Ovutcome e SUCCESS RATE
o COMPLICATIONS

e FACET JOINT ANATOMY AND
INNERVATION

o FACET JOINT SYNDROME DIAGNOSIS

e FACET JOINT RADIOFREQUENCY ABLATION
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